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"Calcutta, June 6, 1782.
"Dear Dunning,
" Sir R,. Suttoii has acquainted me with the event of the
petition against the Court, together with the written examina*
tions, the Report, etc. It is not worse than I expected, from
the turn the business had taken, from the politics of the
ministry, and the constitution of the Committee. He likewise
apprised me of the part you will take; for which I cannot be
sufficiently thankful. In the Report, Appendix, etc., I see
many things I never heard of before; many things which
excite my ridicule as well as indignation. That the Patna
cause should, by any temper, be turned against the Court,
astonishes me. It is sufficient to damp the seal of any man;
but it is useless to comment on a business that is passed.
The Indian scene, thank God 1 is nearly closing with me.
Though I still wish a door to be left open to my returning in
case my private affairs should make it necessary. The very
severe and quick returns of ray nervous disorder, with aggra-
vated symptoms, makes my long stay impossible."*
These eminent lawyers, my father's correspondents
and life-enduring friends, could not be deluded by a
one-sided Parliament Committee Report, even though
the warm-tempered Burke had been deluded by it.
They concurred in opinion that the conduct of the Su-
preme Court had been irreproachable, and strictly legal;
both Thurlow and Dunning voluntarily pledged them-
selves to stand forward in my father's defence. But
Thurlow was dilatory, and Dunning was dead ere
Sir Elijah reached England, and long before his
impeachment was attempted by men who pretended
that the world ought to take those scandalously par-
tial Reports for proven and irrefragable facts; and
who had no other evidence to offer^ except such as they
drew from the black book, and blacker heart of Philip
Francis.-f-
It would be tedious to the reader, and difficult for me,
to go any farther into the merits of the Patna cause.
I, therefore, proceed directly to the issue and fate of the
Appeal on that cause, the pendency of which before the
Privy Council was, on the 27th of May, 1788, urged by
* MS, Letters in my possession,
f On the 27th of February, 1788, Mr. Erancis, then in Parliament, read,
from his place in the House of Commons, his evidence against Sir Elijah,
out of a MS. book, which was commonly referred to as the black took.